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 Welcomes you   

We look forward to growing with you and your child this year!  

 

Reach-Up Head Startôs Mission Statement  
Reach-Up Inc. provides comprehensive education and support services that strengthen 

young children and their families who are experiencing low income. 

Reach-Up Head Start  Core Values  

 We value 

¶ All relationships based on integrity, trust, and respect. 

¶ Our strength based partnerships with families and community agencies. 

¶ Uniqueness and diversity within our communities. 

Vision Statement  

Reach-Up Head Start and Early Head Start  is recognized throughout the community 
and state as a family focused  early childhood developmental model of excellence that 
has a lasting impact. 
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QUESTIONS?   WHO TO CALL                                               
 

Call Reach -Up Inc.ôs main office at 320-253 -8110 or 1 -877 -848 -4912,  
if you have questions or concerns abouté 

 
Á Administration:  

Executive Director, 
Linda Earl 

 
Á Classroom or education:  

Ask for an Early Childhood Education Coordinator,  
      Jill Eickhoff, Heidi Larson, Mary Mackedanz, or Patty Storms 
  
Á Enrollment or recruitment:   

Ask for the Recruitment & Enrollment Coordinator,  
Nikki Juntunen 

 
Á Funds for your parent group:  

Ask for the Accounts Payable Clerk,  
Aleesha Zins-Habstritt 

 
Á Community resources:  

Ask for the Family Engagement Coordinator,  
     Suzy Amundson 
 
Á Family Engagement  or classes for parents:   

Ask for the Family Engagement  Coordinator 
Suzy Amundson 

 
Á Family Literacy, GED, or High School Diploma:  

Ask for the Volunteer and Projects Specialist  
Laurie Whitaker 

 
Á Health:   

Ask for the Nurse,  
Kerri  Nelson,  LPN 
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten:  
Ask for the Family Engagement Coordinator, 
Suzy Amundson 

      AAsk for the Social Services  
Á Mental Health:    

Ask for the Mental Health Team,  
Tracy Schreifel   MS, LMFT, IME or 

      Behavior Specialist,  
      Kristi Monsour   M.A. 
 
Á Nutrition:  

Ask for the Nutrition Services Coordinator, 
      Haley Anderson 
 
Á Special Needs:  

Ask for the Early Childhood Education and Disabilities 
Coordinator, 

      Jill Eickhoff 
 
Á Transportation:  

Ask for the Early Childhood Education/ Transportation 
Coordinator,  
Patty Storms 
 

 Interested in being a part of an Advisory Committee?  
 

1. For the Early Childhood Development Services committee, 
call Jill Eickhoff at the main office. 

2. For the Health Advisory committee, call Kerri at the main 
office. 

QUESTIONS?  WHO TO CALL                                               
 

Call Reach-Up Head Startôs main office at 320-253-8110  
if you have questions or concerns abouté 

 



 

Tell your friends, relatives and neighbors about Early Head Start and Head Start! 
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Reach-Up Head Start serves 89 children in Early Head Start and 
278 Head Start Programs throughout Benton, Sherburne and 
Stearns counties. When state or federal funds are  
Available, Reach-Up Head Start will attempt to increase 
enrollment opportunities.   
 

EARLY HEAD START  provides year round activities for children ages 
birth to 3 years and pregnant services.  
 

Home based programs  offering a weekly 90 minute home visit  
and 2 Socializations per month for group activities: 
 

Child Care Center  offering Early Head Start and child care: 

¶ Eastside ï serving the St. Cloud area 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

HEAD START  prepares children, ages 3 to 5, for kindergarten. 
 

Center based sites  offering 4  classroom sessions per week, August through 

June: 

¶ Big Lake 

¶ Melrose  

¶ St. Cloud  

¶ St. Cloud Technical College 
¶  

 

Home based programs  provided a year round  offering a weekly 90 minute 
home visit and 2 Socializations per month. 
 

¶ Head Start Child Care Center: offering Head Start and Child Care 
offered year round. 

 

Families may qualify for Early Head Start and Head Start if 
theyé 
        

¶ Are homeless  

¶ Meet federal income guidelines 

¶ Receive MFIP  

¶ Receive SSI 

¶ Receive a Foster Care or Relative Caregiver Grant 
¶ Are applying for a child with a documented disability or 

special need, including children who receive speech services, 
IEP or IFSP services, etc. 

 
To complete an app lication, call the Reach -Up Head Start office:  

(320) 253-8110  

 

Reach-Up Head Start Programs 



ATTENDANCE                                                                                                                     
 
Regular attendance is expected and required for Early Head Start and Head Start children.                             
 
When your child will not be attending: 
¶ If your child rides a bus in St. Cloud, call your childôs center before your class starts 
¶ If you transport your child, call the classroom before school starts. 
¶ If your child rides a bus outside of the St Cloud area, call the classroom; before your pickup time 
¶ If your child is in a Home Based program, call your Home Visiting Teacher or the Reach-Up office  
     before the Home Visiting Teacher comes to your home. 
 
Attendance Records: Classrooms must have documentation of all childrenôs attendance. The parent dropping off or picking up a child at an 
Early Head Start or Head Start classroom, must write down time of drop off or pick up on the sign in/out sheet or scan your child in and out!  
 
 
TRANSPORTATION                                                                       
For Families Who Transport Their Child: 
¶ You must drop-off and pick-up your child at the assigned times.  Early drop-offs and late pick-ups are not 
acceptable. 

¶ When arriving at the classroom, Reach-Up Head Start requires that no children be left in the car.  Law enforcement will be called if a child 
is left unattended in a vehicle. 

¶ Be certain to watch for signs where there is no parking such as; bus loading zones or handicapped parking.   
¶ You must bring your child into his/her classroom. 
¶ Reach-Up will not release your child to anyone if they are not on the Emergency Contact list.   
¶ Hold your childôs hand when you need to walk in busy areas where there are vehicles.  Help your child learn safe practices.  
 
Guidelines for Reach-Up Head Start Transportation: 
Although Reach-Up is not required to offer transportation, children and adults who ride in any Reach-Up vehicle must meet to the following: 
¶ All children are placed in a federally approved restraint based on the age and weight of the child. When a child refuses to stay buckled for 
the entire ride, an incident report will be written and the parent will be called to meet with the teacher/family advocate.    

¶ Teachers, parents and staff are required to wear seat belts when riding any Reach-Up vehicle. Parents cannot be transported in staffôs 
personal vehicles. 

¶ Sharp objects and/or weapons are not allowed in any Reach-Up vehicle. 
¶ Children are not allowed to bring food or beverages in any Reach-Up vehicle. 
¶ In the unlikely event of an accident, families will be immediately notified.  

 
ATTENDANCE AND TRANSPORTATION POLICIES 
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Watch for the bus;  pick up and drop off times are approximate.       

Pick -Up: 
Á Someone must be visible to the driver before a child can board and leave on the bus. 
Á The bus driver will not wait for your child if he/she is not ready to board the bus.   
Á If your child misses the bus, the bus driver is not allowed to return later to pick-up your child.  You will have to 

transport your child to the classroom. 
Á Call your teacher to explain why your child will not be attending. 
Á The driver must follow their fixed route.  If you need the pick-up to change, paperwork must be signed before a 

change can take place, which could take up to 3 business days. 

 
Drop -Off:  
Á The designated person must be visible to the bus driver before your child can get off the bus. For drop off, the 

person will be asked for an ID if they are not familiar to the bus assistant or driver. 
Á No exceptions can be made for requests to have someone receive your child if they are not on the Emergency 

Contact list. 
Á The designated person MUST be age 11 or older.  Other adults must show identification at drop-off. 
Á Changes for emergency contacts and route changes can take up to 3 business days. Last minute changes for any 

reason cannot be honored to guarantee your childôs safety. 

 
If a designated person is not present at the drop off: 
Á The driver will wait 2 minutes. 
Á After 2 minutes, the driver will leave to complete the route. If it is the last child, the bus will return to the designated 

classroom. 
Á The parent, and if necessary the emergency contact will be called to pick up the child at the classroom or full day 

program.  If no answer, a message of where the child was taken with the phone number, and location will be left on 
a voice message. 

Á If no one is at the designated drop off, the driver will return the child to the classroom. (For in town PM routes, the 
child will be returned to the Eastside 1 Head Start Child Care classroom.  Law enforcement will be called to assist 
in finding the parent or authorized Emergency Contact.) 

 

*Plan for another way to tra nsport your child to the classroom  or home  in case the bus 
is temporarily unable to transport.  

 

ATTENDANCE AND TRANSPORTATION 

 



CELEBRATIONS:     
 

¶ Reach-Up Head Start is respectful and sensitive of the   
beliefs, customs, heritage and cultures of all the families 
served. 

¶ Classrooms will not observe or celebrate any holidays. 
¶ A milestone each year is your childôs birthday. Teachers 
honor children in the classroom on their special day in 
many ways. Please check with your teacher on choices for 
honoring your child on their birthday that do not include 
food treats.  

¶ No food may be brought into the classroom. 
 

 
CONFERENCES AND HOME VISITS: 
 

¶ Your teacher will contact  
 you to schedule an Initial  
 Home Visit, two conferences 
  and a Final Home Visit.          
(5 visits for Full year programs)   

¶ These meetings provide an  
    opportunity for you to set  
    goals for your child and be  
    updated on your childôs 
    progress. 
   

 
FIELD TRIPS: 
 

¶ Field trip notices and permission slips are given to families.  
¶ For Center Based a permission slip must be signed before 
your child can attend the field trip.  

 
 

CLASSROOM PETS: 
Reach-Up Head Start doesn't permit animals or 
pets in classroom. Staff are not permitted to 
bring animals on home visits or socializations.    

OUTSIDE PLAY: 
 

¶ Outside play is vital to your childôs healthy          
development.   

¶ Staff take children outside each day Child Care 
Weather Guidelines will be followed for extreme 
temperatures. 

¶  Please send clothing appropriate for the weather. 

SCREENINGS: 

 
¶ If your child has not had an early childhood screening 
by a school district, Reach-Up Inc. will screen your 
child.  The screenings include the areas of overall de-
velopment, hearing, vision, height and weight.  

¶ If there are any concerns, you will be notified . 

 


